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MAINE VOTER
Published by The League of Women Voters of Maine

Kathie Weibel, President

V o l.2 6 , No. 1

UNIFORM PROPERTY TAX
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard on
the uniform property tax issue. It is always easier to
say thank-you when you're on the winning side, but
regardless of the outcome, the efforts of each and
everyone of you who helped are appreciated.
To me, the most disappointing aspect of the
election was that only 31% of the registered voters
chose to go to the polls and vote.

WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
There will be a new method of raising revenue
for education. Basically, local property taxes will be
used to fund 50% of the total statewide costs and the
other 50% will come from the State's General Fund.
Just as before, the actual percentage will vary from
town to town.
We will continue to monitor the disbursement for
mula to see that the education of some children in the
state is not dependent upon the property wealth of
their community; we will continue with our efforts
to reduce to 40% the costs of education which are
paid through property taxes. The impact of property
taxes has been lessened only for those who own prop
erty in the "pay-in" communities. There are still
people who are adversely affected by property taxes
in the remainder of the State.
At this time, there appears to be a substantial
surplus in State Funds. It also looks like there will be
severe competition for these funds - education, human
services, state employee raises, energy conservation,
pollution controls, tax reducations, etc. It should be
an interesting legislative session.

Jo Anne Babcock
Tax Chairman
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ENERGY
The following is a brief summary of:
local league activities
preparation for the state consensus
the status of the energy public education pro
ject funded through the National League's edu
cation fund. In addition, I have included resolutions
adopted by the participants at the Northeast Region
al Sierra Club conference in Colebrook, Connecticut.
All seven leagues and the Ellsworth unit are
participating in the National Energy Consensus, in
credible considering some leagues did not have an
energy committee by this fall. And in the true spirit
of sharing and helping, two leagues are assisting two
other leagues. Portland will help the Lewiston-Auburn
league and Brunswick will help the Kennebec Valley
league. That's really fine.
The energy workshops co-sponsored with Maine
Audubon were very interesting and especially in the
Portland Area, a huge success. Leagues co-sponsoring
were Mount Desert Island and Ellsworth, KennebecValley, and Portland. Lewiston-Auburn also co-spon
sored an energy public workshop with two different
groups with not as much success. The whole process
was extremely educational from organizational, fac
tual, and philosophical points of view. Energy con
sciousness was raised and tools were provided to start
conservation now!
The draft of the state consensus went to the
president and energy chairmen of the local leagues, to
Vincent DiCara of the Office of Energy Resources,
and the spring conference to discuss the questions is
tentatively scheduled to dovetail the league's annual
convention.
It's expected that the energy committees from
the Portland and Brunswick leagues will be the re
source team to lead the consensus, and the conferees
will come as delegates from all the leagues. Background
material will be provided one month in advance so
that delegates can bone up and poll their membership.
At present I'm waiting final approval and start
1)
2)
3)
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up funds for the energy public education project. We
have proposed to print an essay written by Dr. Thomas
Eastler, a geologist from Farmington, and to sponsor
a lecture and slide presentation he gives in 2 or 3
public meetings around the state. We plan to distribute
this article at the public meetings and in newsletters
and press. I'm very excited about this proposal as
Tom Eastler is dynamite!
This fall leagues from the northeast region of the
country sent representatives to the Northeast Region
al Sierra Club conference-called Energy Conservation
The Next Step. This conference had a select and highly qualified group of speakers from all over the
country, including Dennis Hayes, Senior researcher
for the World Watch Institute. At the end of this 3
day, informational exchange conference resolutions
were adopted and approved by the majority of parti
cipants. I am including the preamble and resolutions
of this conference. They do not necessarily represent
league policy at this point.

C0LEBR00K RESOLUTIONS
FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION
Preamble
We declare that in energy conservation lies the
best hope for peace, prosperity and happiness.
We are educating ourselves in the complexities
of our national energy problem, and we find that
energy conservation is the safest, most healthy, most
job-creating, most national income-producing course
for our nation to pursue vigorously at the present
time. Other alternatives, by contrast, are presently
less economic, less healthy, and less safe.
We find that the United States is ending the era
of cheap and relatively benign energy from oil and
natural gas.
We believe that remaining sources of oil and nat
ural gas do exist in this nation; but these sources can
not be obtained cheaply or rapidly. An attempt to
maintain present production rates will incur rapidly
increasing economic and environmental costs. Many
potential sources will be limited by insuperable con
straints.
We believe that the United States will not con
tinue to have the ability, in an increasingly compe
titive world, to expand energy and raw materials
imports, perhaps even to maintain them.
We find that there are serious disadvantages in
the use of coal. Present methods of burning coal
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cause cancer and lung disease, blacken our cities and
towns, harm miners, destroy the beauty and useful
ness of our land through mining and waste disposal,
and degrade our natural resource base through acid
rain. In addition to dealing with these problems, we
must learn whether the continued use of coal and
other fossil fuels endangers global climate. The total
cost to society of using coal is presently very high.
But, in reducing the cost to society of using coal, we
would increase the direct cost of burning it. Coal
will not be a cheap and easy answer to our problems.
We find even more serious disadvantages in nu
clear power, including untested emergency core cool
ing systems, failure to provide permanent disposal
processes and sites, widespread proliferation of raw
materials for atomic weapons throughout the world,
terrorism, plutonium toxicity, and the decontamina
tion, decommissioning and disposal of worn out nu
clear plants. Projected 1980's prices of nuclear power,
already many times above earlier prices, do not in
clude the costs of closing the fuel cycle, of adequate
safeguards, and of decommissioning worn-out plants.
We believe that fusion power may suffer many
of fission power's defects; and in any event, lies too
far in the future to solve our current dilemmas.
All strategies calling for large numbers of new
electric power plants will be inhibited by the lack of
suitable and acceptable sites for them. Additionally,
we find that massive new electric generation (whether
based on coal or nuclear power) can only provide
usable energy at a price several times that of today's
imported oil. Such a course, therefore, implies disas
trous effects upon employment and national income.
We find that the many forms of solar energy offer
the greatest promise of being benign and relatively inex
pensive. We realize, however, that solar energy is not a
panacea for current energy problems, as its application
is limited today by the existing stock of buildings,
their access to sunlight, and social inertia. We also re
cognize that solar energy is diffuse. Therefore the suf
ficiency and economics of solar energy depend upon
and compel the efficient use of energy by all parts of
our society.
Because the use of solar energy necessitates en
ergy are limited, dangerous, expensive, and unwise,
therefore we assembled here at Colebrook, Connec
ticut urge others to join with us in a national campaign
of education and action for energy conservation.
Additionally, we ask others to join with us in
recommending, endorsing, policies and proposals.
First and foremost, all energy should be priced
at the cost of replacing it. We all agree that this is an
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overriding principle. We should not allow disagree
ments over methods to obstruct achievement of this
goal, which will lead to wiser decisions by all users, a
better economy, and a higher quality of life. As a
matter of social policy, to minimize adverse impact
upon the poor, measures such as per capita rebates
or subsidies should be enacted.
Second, we believe in strong new measures to
provide energy efficiency information, standards,
and incentives for buildings, specifically:
(a) making capital available for energy conservation
and solar investments;
(b) providing tax and other incentives, educational
'activities, public demonstration, and programs for
low income individuals to encourage energy conser
vation and solar investments;
(c) enforcing, for all new buildings, strict state or
local thermal standards, exceeding A SH R A E 90-75
and based upon climate and future energy costs;
(d) requiring professional energy audits in all public
buildings;
(e) mandating disclosure of thermal performance in
the sale and lease of residential and commercial
buildings;
(f) developing national standards requiring replace
ment of master-meters with individual meters when
ever possible;
(g) requiring life cycle costing in all public sector
bidding procedures.
Third, we urge a comprehensive national trans
portation plan promoting energy-efficient transpor
tation. To this end, we recommend:
(a) ending federal subsidies to energy inefficient trans
portation, and abolishing the Highway Trust Fund;
(b) eliminating or reforming federal regulation of rail
roads and airlines;
(c) paying the full cost of state highway and road main
tenance through state and local gasoline taxes;
(d) removing federal regulations requiring trucks to
return empty;
(e) encouraging public transportation and "para-trans
portation" alternatives such as carpooling, jitneys, and
share-a-cabs;
(f) eliminating subsidies of virgin raw materials in
train transportation, and the penalties against recycled
materials;
(g) imposing higher user charges for parking spaces;
(h) creating bicycle paths and other incentives for
bicycles and pedestrians;
(i) instituting a gas-guzzler tax and/or higher mileage
efficiency standards.
Above all, we strongly urge measures to limit
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consumption of gasoline by all drivers, and to encour
age mass transportation and other efficient transpor
tation, by equitable methods such as rationing with
marketable coupons or higher taxes, possibly coupled
with rebates.
Fourth, we must pursue fairer utility rates, and
also limit the excess political and economic muscle
many utilities now have. We urge specifically that:
(a) utility commissions must apply replacement cost
pricing to both electrical utilities and gas utilities;
(b) non-discriminating prices must be set for buying
and selling power to customers that install cogenera
tion or solar-electric systems;
(c) when time-of-day service is provided, cost-effec
tive time-of-day metering must be provided;
(d) independent forecasting of electrical demand, paid
for by public funding, should be mandated;
(e) money should be made available to assist citizens
to participate in energy pricing and new power plant
siting decisions;
(f) measures must be enacted to encourage the cogen
eration of electricity and heat in industry and in
buildings, with adequate controls, and also to solve the
legal, institutional, and technical problems inhibiting
this important, efficient generation method.
Fifth, we strongly support incentives to encour
age recycling and reuse of all materials, including use
of all materials, including use of refundable deposits
on automobiles, beverage containers, and other pro
ducts. We must also enact product materials stand
ards, energy efficiency standards, and durability
standards. We urge the use of tax policy to encour
age energy efficiency in industry.
Finally, whenever possible we must also support
energy technologies which are renewable, safe, de
centralized, reliable, and non-polluting. We must en
courage all individuals to adopt an ethical apprecia
tion of the value of our limited ecological, mineral,
and energy resources, and the desirability of preser
ving our heritage for future generations.
Nancy DeWick

EACH VOTER WE WILL FOCUS ON A DIFFERENT
LOCALLEAGUE. GOOD LUCK TO LEWISTONAUBURN.
The Lewiston-Auburn Area League faced a
crisis this spring. It had no members who could serve
on the Board and no local program. It seemed that
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there were two alternatives - to disband or to re
structure.
A Restructuring Committee was formed. This
Committee took some proposals to the member
ship at Annual Meeting. Members discussed the pro
posal and indicated the kinds of committment in
terms of time, energy, and interest that they were
willing to make. They also indicated the emphasis
they wanted to see our League place on various
aspects of League program.
Our League has been granted permission from
State Board to suspend the by-laws. We do not have
directors with portfolios or officers, as such. We are
operating with a Restructuring Committee that works
essentially as a Committee of the Whole. We have
outlined a program we believe we can handle and one
that takes into consideration the priorities our mem
bers have named. Members of the Restructuring Com
mittee share the responsibility for planning projects
and call on the general membership to share in the
work of making them successful. For example,
Voter's Service is a major focus for us. The Restruc
turing Committee made general arrangements for a
recent Auburn Candidate's Night (when, where, pub
licity, hospitality, etc.) A committee of our Auburn
members invited the candidates, chose the questions,
selected the meeting format, and moderated the meet
ing. It is this sharing of the work load that makes
League seem like more fun, less effort.
Our plans are ambitious, we feel, but manageable.
We want to take on what we can do well. We will
make vigorous attempts to interest other local organ
izations in things we are doing with special invitations
to our meetings and/or by joining them in a community
effort as in promoting an interest in Energy Month or
building support for the Uniform Property Tax. We
have planned a jointly sponsored meeting with the
YWCA. This has been designated Membership Year,
in our League and we expect that each member will
work toward building our base of members. We had
some good publicity over the summer and have as a
direct result of it brought in three new members, who
already have taken an active part in our Restructuring
Committee.
We are thinking positive these days, keyed up by
such successes as our Auburn Candidate's Night, where
we had to bring in more chairs and the interest of our
new members. This article would not be complete
without mentioning that Delores Vail, immediate Past
President, State League, deserves much credit for help
ing us to build the positive approach and to think
through a plan that would work for us. She had faith
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that we could do it and had committed herself to
working with us as we try to adapt the League format
to our membership and our community.
Suzie Stover, Chairperson
Restructuring Committee
C O N G R A T U LA TIO N S TO B A R B A R A R.
A L E X A N D E R , E.Q. CHAIRM AN , WHO IS NOW
S ER V IN G ON BOTH TH E N A TIO N A L E N V IR O N 
M EN TA L Q U A L IT Y CO M M ITTEE AND TH E NAT
I O N A L W A TER Q U A L IT Y A D V IS O R Y COM
M ITT EE FO RM ED BY TH E LE A G U E ED U C A T IO N 
A L FU N D .

THE MAINE LWV WILL FOCUS
ON THE FOLLOWING LEGISLATION
An Act to:
- include subsurface water under the oil conveyance act
- extend coverage of the returnable beverage statute
- establish safety and performance standards for insu
lation materials
- relating to domestic violence
- remove sales tax on all sales of commercial, industrial
and residential electricity
- provide property tax relief
AND, of course, educational finance

